Add Rotator

Copyright 2001 John Williams 

I would like to get some sort of idea of how many people actually use this component, so if you find it useful drop me an email at iuseit@addrotator.cjb.net . If you sign up to any affiliate programs I would also be interested in hearing your experiences, especially if you signed up via one of my web pages. 

New Features – 

V3 – The component can now download an ad list from a server. This allows you to update the ads to be displayed each time a person starts your program.

V2 - The component can now check for a new version of your program and automatically launch a URL based on the program version and/or upgrade version.

Installation – Simply install AddRotator into your component pallet. It will be located under Samples.

This is a simple descendant from the standard TwebBrowser component. It’s purpose is to display a rotating web page or advert from within your program

It is ideal for allowing your programs to earn income from referral services such as Commission Junction, or just to display your own advertising or update information to your clients. 

To achieve this the following properties have been added to the webbrowser component.

AddURL         : string

Default – Blank

This contains the URL to an add list file.

LoadAdds       : boolean

Default – False

Specifies whether the component should automatically load a new adds list.

UpdateUrl       : string

 Default – Blank

 This contains the URL of the update information file. 

CheckUpdate     : Boolean

 Default – false

 Specifies whether the component should automatically check for updates each time the program starts

ProgramVersion  : longint

 Default - 0

 This is the version of your program.

ProgramId       : longint

 Default - 0

 This is the Program ID code. Each one of your programs should have a unique ID,

Procedure CheckUpgrade

 This procedure performs a manual check for an update. If you do not want the component to check for upgrades every time you could set CheckUpdate to false and call this procedure manually.

Active : boolean 

  Default - True

  Activates or deactivates the component.

RefreshInterval : integer

  Default - 30000

  Sets the time in milliseconds to refresh the web page. Setting this to 0 will result in a static page which will only change when you update the WebItem property.

Lines: Tstringlist

  Default – http://addrotator.cjb.net/adsample.htm 

  This is a list of pages that will be displayed. If the Rotate property is set to RT_Refresh then only the item pointer to by WebItem will be displayed. If Rotate is set to RT_NextWebItem then the display will cycle through all items in this list. You can use any normal URL including file links, eg file://c:/mypage.htm

WebItem: integer

  Default – 0

  This is the item to display from the Lines property. It is not used when Rotate is set to RT_NextWebItem.

Rotate : Trotatetype

  Default – RT_Refresh

  This specifies how the Lines property will be used. If it is set to RT_Refresh then the Lines item pointed to by WebItem will be “refreshed” every RefreshInterval. This is particularly useful if you are using a smart page to display adds such as Commission Junctions SmartZone which automatically cycles through adds based on a priority setting. If you set Rotate to RT_ NextWebItem then every RefrechInterval will cause the next item in Lines to be used, once the last is reached then it will start back at the beginning.

OnTimer: TnotifyEvent

  This event is fired after a RefreshInterval has occurred.

OnError: TNotifyEvent

  This event tries to trap any Exceptions from within the WebBrowser component. You may get some of these if there is no Internet connection.

Please note that this component only displays a web page, it does not have a link so do not set the Lines property to an Image unless you want a simple rotating graphics display without any links. The best way to handle the links is to have one or more web pages on your own server that are containers for the actual adds, this way you can update and change the adds as you like. Alternatively you can include the HTML files with your distribution and refer to them directly. 

Because this component is base on the TwebBrowser component within Delphi it will not work with Delphi 1 - 3. It will also require that Internet Explorer 4 or above is installed (may work with 3 but not tried). You also have all the features of IE such as JavaScript etc.

Automatic Update Check

The upgrade portion of the component requires an update information file in the following format –

ProgramID,FromVersion,ToVersion,UpdateURL

The UpdateURL is executed by doing a shellexecute, this means that if you put something other than a URL it will be executed. This allows you to run a local program to perform the upgrade.

You can place many different programs/version combinations in the 1 file. Eg

1,1,3,http://myprogram.com/myprogram1/v5upgrade/oldv1to3.htm

1,4,4, http://myprogram.com/myprogram1/v5upgrade/oldv4.htm

2,1,1, http://myprogram.com/myprogram2/v2upgrade/oldv1.htm
3,1,1, smartupdate.exe

The first line would update versions 1 through to 3 of program ID 1

The second line would update version 4 of program ID 1

The Third line would update version 1 of program ID 2

The fourth line would update version 1 of program ID 3 by executing the smartupdate.exe program from within the same directory as the application.

Automatic Add Update

The automatic add update portion of the components requires an add information file in the following format

ADDS,Duration,Type

Add URL’s

The word “ADDS” is a file indicator and must be the very first characters in the file. 

Duration is the amount of time each add should be displayed for in mili seconds, this value is loaded into the RefreshInterval property.

Tyoe is the rotation type, 0 = RT_NextWebItem, 1 = RT_Rotate. This is loaded into the Rotate property.

If you are interested in making use of a Commission service try Commission Junction, they work on a Commission basis rather than a pay per add or click basis. This means that they tend to pay more for a successful referral and are a lot harder to defraud. If you like the idea then click on the link below. They are also ok with the use of adds within a programs as well as on a web site.

Join the Commission Junction Network Today!

I will also maintain a list of other affiliate marketing sites at http://addrotator.cjb.net/
Please feel free to use this component as you see fit, just leave my documentation intact and if you add any really cool features then I would appreciate a copy.

John Williams info@adrotator.cjb.com
Tip 1 –

When creating a web page to display you should try placing the image and link code within a table, this way you can make it come up centred regardless of the add or form size. Try using the following code as an example –

Adds.htm

<html>

<head>

<title>PhoneControl: Complete Telephone Monitoring and Management</title>

<base target="contents">

</head>

<body>

<table border="0" width="100%" height="100%">

  <tr>

    <td width="100%" valign="middle" align="center" height="100%"><SCRIPT LANGUAGE="javascript" src="http://www.qksz.net/1e-3x9e"> </SCRIPT>

</td>

  </tr>

</table>

</body>

</html>

The only problem with the above code is that IE will add a scroll bar, to avoid this try referring to a framed page that calls the above code, eg – 

Frames.htm

<html>

<head>

<title>Commision Junction</title>

</head>

<frameset framespacing="0" border="0" rows="180" frameborder="0">

<frame name="banner" scrolling="no" noresize target="contents" src="Adds.htm" marginwidth="0" marginheight="0">

</frameset>

</html>

I have included both these file as samples.

Tip 2 – Try to keep your ads relevant to your program. You will get a lot better results if you are displaying ads that you know your users are interested in. 

Tip 3 – Be careful of Adult/sex related ads. Only use these if you programs are specifically aimed at a this audience, and remember that not all adults think sex related ads are appropriate.

Tip 4 – Don’t just push only affiliate programs themselves. You need to remember that anyone who you sign up to an affiliate program will use you as an example of what to do. This means that if you only display ads for affiliate programs then that is likely to be all they show and even if you get 5% commission on all their sales it’s not going to make you rich. This of cause does not mean that you can’t put any in, just space it out with more appropriate content. The exception to this is if you are selling a service for advertising, much as I am, then it falls under Tip 2.

Tip 5 – Try to change your ads on a regular basis. You should get rid of any ads that are not performing and keep ones that pay a lot. You also need to be keep in mind that if people see the same add over and over they are likely to stop looking.

Tip 6 – Don’t go overboard with the rotation, give people time to actually read the ad and don’t use up to much bandwidth.

Tip 7 – Remember the ads are live so only use them in programs that have a high chance of the users being online.

Tip 8 – Try to localise your ads. If your program is only ever going to be used in Australia then don’t bother putting ads for products that are only available in the US.

