Affiliate programs review.

Below I have listed some of the affiliate programs that I have had personal experience with. I strongly suggest that you actually sign up with all of these services as they are all free. That being said you will probably want to place most of your effort into one or two different programs rather than spreading everything evenly over the lot. After all it’s a lot better to receive one $75 check than 3 separate $25 checks and all the fees. 

You also need to look at what you want to achieve, are you going to rely on direct sales from your site or do you want people “working for you”. This will determine what type of program you are best suited to. Also all of the programs offer different advertisers which means to get adds that match your site you may have to use two or more different programs.

To the best of my knowledge these figures were accurate as of the 24 December 2001. The number of advertisers, commission rates and other details are likely to change regularly so I strongly suggest that you go to the sites and have a look yourself.

Commission Junction
Australian Advertisers  
5

Total Advertisers  
1328

Referral fees  

Affiliates - 
Once off $2 per signup, no ongoing revenue. 




Advertisers - 
20% of signup fees, no ongoing revenue (around $250).

Tracking 
Reported to be real time however in reality there seems to be a 20-60 minute delay in figures.

Payment 
Either check or direct debit. Checks can be sent in either US$ or your own currency (you can pick which). US$ amounts are processed once a month and sent if you total is over $25. If you elect to be paid in non US currency,   then monthly when your balance is over $50 US.

Notes 
Commission Junction have a very long delay in sending out your first cheque. They seem to go through a new affiliates first payout very carefully looking for any possible cheating of their system before sending out payment. 

Recommendations 
This service has a lot of good advertisers and is ideal for people who are pushing direct sales through their sites or newsletters. However because of the once off $2 for referrals it is not well suited for sites that want to promote other “downline” traffic through signups to their network.

LinkShare
Australian Advertisers  
0

Total Advertisers  
400

Referral fees  
Affiliates - 
Once off $1.50 per signup, no ongoing revenue (they currently have a $3 special). 




Advertisers - 
None.

Tracking 
Real time

Payment 
You have the option of either being payed by Linkshare or directly from the advertiser. The minimum amounts and payment times is set by individual merchants.

Notes 
With this service it is almost as if you are signing up with the individual advertisers rather them Linkshare itself. 

Recommendations 
This service has a few good advertisers and is mainly for people who are pushing direct sales through their sites or newsletters. However because of the once off $1.50 for referrals it is not well suited for sites that want to promote other “downline” traffic through signups to their network. 

ShareASale
Australian Advertisers  
2

Total Advertisers  
233

Referral fees  

Affiliates - 
Once off $1 per signup, no ongoing revenue. 




Advertisers - 
Once off $100, no ongoing revenue.

Tracking 
Real time

Payment 
Paypal or US Check once per month when amounts reaches US$25.

Notes 
 

Recommendations 
This service has a few good advertisers and is mainly for people who are pushing direct sales through their sites or newsletters. However because of the once off $1 for referrals it is not well suited for sites that want to promote other “downline” traffic through signups to their network.

ClixGalore
Australian Advertisers  
12

Total Advertisers  
198

Referral fees  
Affiliates - 
5% of all revenue. 




Advertisers - 
Once off $5, no ongoing revenue.

Tracking 
Updated every 2 hours.

Payment 
They pay monthly by cheque when your balance reaches US$50, AUS$100 or UK£35

Notes 
This service seems to be based in the US, UK and Australia. They even have an Australian sales phone number.

Recommendations 
This service is a good alternative to the US sites if most of your clients are based in Australia or the UK. They have an ongoing revenue for all affiliates that you sign up which makes it ideal for generating “downline” revenue.

CPABank
Australian Advertisers  
0

Total Advertisers  
92

Referral fees  

Affiliates - 
Once off $5 per signup, no ongoing revenue. 




Advertisers - 
None.

Tracking 
Real time.

Payment 
Check monthly when balance is over US$25.

Notes 
This site has very little information of help available. 

Recommendations 
This service does not have a lot of advertisers available however they do have a few advertisers that allow Incentive systems, These are systems where you give your clients something in return for them signing up with one of your advertisers. They also have a slightly higher affiliate signup figure than most.

