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�
 Introduction


Legals





This component is provided as is. The author does not endorse any kind of responsibility if dysfunction occurred and caused some kind of alteration on the user's system. However, TInstallReader has been thoroughly tested and benched, and did not present any real bug, a fortiori any damaging one. It does not, indeed, contain code potentially altering any part of your system. (





Furthermore, TInstallReader is freeware, or if you are in a country where such trade is illegal, say it's cardware (this means you have to send me a cute postcard to register yourself). It should moreover be provided and dispatched over the Net with full source included. Feel free to change my component in order to enhance it, but please always refer it to me when doing so. I like to know what my stuff becomes out there...


About the author





I'm an “old” Delphi chap, using it intensively for professional and personal purposes since January 1996. I'm also Delphi C/S Certified Developer, and spend a lot of time in R&D depts and providing training courses, certified or not. A colleague and I wrote for our company an advanced component creation training course, a Client/Server advanced techniques one, a COM/DCOM high-skilled one and a « Building Web A-to-Z » one, which are already on run, and work fine. Soon will come a multi-threading under Win32 course...





I'm sideways "still" student in Computer Science, while working. See section 6 for info about contacting me. I'm a true component-creation-addict, but just released till then my TSysInfo component, on which I received an impressive and moving feedback from all over the world... So nice. I hope this one will, too.








�
Installing TInstallReader





TInstallReader installs in the « TDDians » palette page.


Files in the archive





The archive file contains the 3 following files:





File Name�
Description�
Delphi version�
�
InstallReader.pas�
Component source code�
2/3�
�
InstallReader.dcu�
Component compiled unit�
3�
�
InstallReader.dcr�
Component icon ressource�
2/3�
�
InstallReader.doc�
Component complete documentation (this file)�
-�
�



A .inf file is also provided on the DSP, for registration on the site. It is not included in the archive.


Recompiling for Delphi 2.0x





Copy the following files to your custom components’ usual directory: InstallReader.pas, InstallReader.dcr. Register InstallReader.pas in your library by choosing Component | Install components... | Add from Delphi. This should be enough.





�
TInstallReader Reference





(Properties displayed with a trailing asterisk (*) in the Object Inspector are read-only)


Properties





ActualVersion


Read-only. Contains the version taken from HKEY_CURRENT_USER\{VersionPath}\{VersionValue}





Who wrote me? (Author property)


Read-only. Displays a copyright mention. For further info, double-click on it or click the ellipsis (...) button.





Company


Read-only. Contains the company name taken from HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\{LocalMachinePath}\[VersionId]\Company. The VersionId item is calculated as follows : either the ActualVersion property is properly determined, and then it is used ; or the ActualVersion property displays « (Not Readable) » and then the value of the DefaultVersion property is used.





DefaultVersion


In case the ActualVersion property displays « (Not Readable) » (cannot be read from current in-property registry path info), is used to build up the information’s path below the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE key.





ErrorReading


Read-only. Displays « (Yes) » if an error was encountered retrieving the UserName and Company info, otherwise displays « (No) ».





LocalMachinePath


Specifies the path below the HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE root key. This is usually some kind of Software\[CompanyName]\[SoftwareName]\[VersionId] key. You can learn about the composition of the VersionId item in the description of the Company property.





Name, Tag [inherited from TComponent]





UserName


Read-only. Contains the user name taken from HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\{LocalMachinePath}\[VersionId]\Name. You can learn about the composition of the VersionId item in the description of the Company property.





�
VersionPath


Specifies the path below the HKEY_CURRENT_USER root key. This is usually some kind of Software\[CompanyName]\[SoftwareName] key.





VersionValue


In the registry path to the version number of your software, in addition to the path itself (specified by the VersionPath property), you have to specify the name of the value in which the version number is stored. This is expected to be a string value. Usually you’ll use some kind of « Version » or « VersionNumber » name. The property defaults to « Version ».


Global example





Here is a global example : let’s imagine a software named « DemoSoft », edited by a company named « YourCorp », with a version number stored in the value « VersionId », being « 1.4 Beta 2 » ; the software has been installed specifying a user company « MyCompany » and a user name « John Smith », you’ll have the following registry data paths :





HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\YourCorp\DemoSoft\VersionId, containing the string « 1.4 Beta 2 »


HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\YourCorp\DemoSoft\1.4 Beta 2\Company, containing the string « MyCompany »


HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\Software\YourCorp\DemoSoft\1.4 Beta 2\Name, containing the string « John Smith »





Hence, you’d setup the TInstallReader component as follows :





DefaultVersion : 1.4 Beta 2 (in any case...)


LocalMachinePath : Software\YourCorp\DemoSoft


VersionPath : Software\YourCorp\DemoSoft


VersionValue : VersionId


Source code


The component





The component itself resides in the InstallReader.pas file. Its icon lies in InstallReader.dcr.


The editors





The editors also reside in InstallReader.pas.


Contacting the author





If you would like to send me a mail, drop me a line, etc. in order just to snatch my face because TInstallReader killed your PC (impossible :-))) or to ask questions, refer of your modifications, or just tell me you find it great (cool!), here I am:





Name:		Christophe Porteneuve			





Snail-mail:	21, Rue du 14 Juillet			


				94270 Le Kremlin-Bicêtre			


				France					





Phone:	N/C						


Fax:			None						





E-mail:	porten_c@epita.fr				





URL:		http://www.epita.fr/~porten_c		





--


This component dedicated to The Magix Team





C Ya,





Christophe





--End Of Document--
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